Foster Creek Conservation District
Douglas County Heritage Homestead

The Heritage Homestead designation was created from our Century Farm and Ranch Program to recognize farm and ranch families with century-long connections to the land, who may no longer be actively involved in farming or ranching but still own the land.  The program is administered through Foster Creek Conservation District in cooperation with the Do. Co. Commissioners.  Successful applicants receive a certificate signed by the Do. Co. Commissioners.  A metal sign, suitable for hanging on a gate or post, identifying their historic Heritage Homestead is also available to the family.
Qualifications

1. Your farm or ranch must have been owned by your family for 100 years or more.  The line of ownership from the first family member owning the land to the current owner(s) must be through wives, husbands, grandparents, siblings, children, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews or cousins.

2. A minimum of 40 acres must still be owned by the family.  If someone other than family members have rented the ground or if you no longer farm or ranch it may still qualify.
3. All applications must include a copy of a document showing date of earliest ownership.  This may be a Donation Land Claim, Deed of Sale, Tax Statement or other documents. Please do not send us the original form, have it photo copied.  If you’d like, we would be happy to do the research for you. Fill out the application to the best of your knowledge and we will take it from there.
4. Applications must be submitted on official forms provided by FCCD for the Heritage Homestead with all the questions completed.  Please print or type all answers.  Applications are accepted at any time.  Please make sure they are signed.
5. We understand that farming and ranching families sometimes     have complicated land ownership issues which may make it difficult to define the owner/operator for the past century.  If necessary, attach an explanation of the family ownership and/or operation.  If it is not clear to the approval committee your application may be denied.  If it is denied, there is an appeal process for the applicants in which a more in-depth review of the application would take place.


 Fees


A $50.00 fee is required with the application.    Please make your check payable to Foster Creek Conservation District.

Where to send Completed Application Form


When you have completed the form and gathered all the necessary documentation please send a copy with fee payment to:


Foster Creek Conservation District

P O Box 428

Waterville,  WA  98858
Review Process and Notification


All applications are checked for completeness by the program coordinator.  They will be reviewed by the Board as time permits and all applicants will be notified about their status by mail within 60 days.
Still Have Questions About the Program?

Please contact:  Sharon Davis, Program Coordinator,

 Home: 509-632-5414 or davis@genext.net  or call Foster Creek Conservation District 509-745-8362 Ext. 3 
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HERITAGE HOMESTEAD APPLICATION
Date_________________

Name of Farm/Ranch___________________________________________________
(Please print it exactly as you want it to appear on the certificate)

Mailing Address______________________________________________________



   




       City


Zip
Telephone___________________ E-Mail Address___________________________
Location of farm or ranch from nearest town____________________________
Original family owner(s)__________________________________
Date your ancestors first took occupancy on, filed on or otherwise acquired this land(s)____________________

Number of acres in original claim or deed_______________________________
Section____________ Township__________ Range____________
Parcel Number_______________________
Please outline history of the land to the best of your knowledge, beginning with the original family member and ending with the current owner.  For example:
Dates of ownership                Name


Relationship to 
                                                                                Current owner
1904-1924


James & Ann Thatcher
       great grandparents
1924-1956


William & Cora Thatcher       grandparents
1956-1978


Sarah Thatcher Smith 
       mother

1978-present

John & Susan Smith
__________________        _______________________     ___________________

__________________        _______________________     ___________________

__________________        _______________________     ___________________

__________________        _______________________     ___________________

__________________        _______________________     ___________________

__________________        _______________________     ___________________
Do you or a family member live on the original homestead?    Yes        No

Statement of Affirmation
I,_______________________________ hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch  in Douglas County has been owned by my family for at least 100 continuous years, as specified by the qualifications for the Heritage Homestead. The information I have provided is accurate and correct to the best of my knowledge
Signature of Owner






Date
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For Office use only
Fees
Application Fee



$_______
Other





$ ______

Total Enclosed with Application
$ ______

Date received________________

Approved?    Yes           No

Authorization________________
Certificate   ___________

Sign __________________
Other________________
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